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LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRE TART OE WAR, 
RECOMMENDING 

The passagej>J a laic regulating the sales of subsistence supplies to compa¬ 
nies, detachments, and hospitals. 

JANUARY 7, 1880.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to he 
printed. 

War Department, 
Washington City, January 5, 1880. 

The Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the United States 
Senate copy of letter from the medical director of the Department of the 
Missouri, dated the 22d ultimo, and of indorsements thereon by the 
Commissary-General of Subsistence andthe Surgeon-General, suggesting 
that the provision in the act making appropriation for the subsistence 
of the Army for the current fiscal year, u That to the cost of all stores 
and other articles sold to officers and men, except tobacco, as provided 
in section 149 Revised Statutes, 10 per centum shall be added to cover 
wastage, transportation, and other incidental expenses,” should admit 
of certain exceptions, and to respectfully recommend the passage of an 
act in accordance with the accompanying draught. 

ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of War. 

The President 
Of the United States Senate. 

Headquarters Department op the Missouri, 
Medical Director’s Office, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., November 22, 1879. 
Surgeon-General U. S. A., 

Washington, I). C.: 
Sir : I have the honor to invite the attention of the Surgeon-General 

to the act making appropriation for the subsistence of the Army for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, where it provides “ that to the cost of 
all stores and other articles sold to officers and men, &c., ten per centum 
shall be added, &c.” 

I can hardly suppose that it was the intention that this law should 
apply to sales made to the sick in hospital. 

As it increases materially the difficulty of providing proper delicacies 
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for the sick, I would respectfully suggest that the subject be brought to 
the attention of Congress, with a view to its abolition if deemed advis¬ 
able. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. PERIN, 

Surgeon TJ. S. A., Medical Director. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kane., November 24, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
Through headquarters Military Division of the Missouri. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major-General, TJ. 8. A., Commanding. 

[ Second indorsement. ] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 
Chicago, November 26, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General Commanding. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Washington, December 1, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Surgeon-General. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General. 

[Fourth indorsement.] 

Surgeon-General’s Office, 
December 4, 187 9. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Subsistence of 
the Army for his information. 

J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon-General. 

[Fifth indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Office Commissary-General Subsistence, 

Washington, December 6, 1879. 
Respectfully returned to the Surgeon-General, with the information 

that in my annual report for the year 1879 I made the following recom¬ 
mendation with reference to sales to company messes : 

In the act making appropriations for subsistence of the Army for the current 
fiscal year it is provided that to the cost of all stores and other articles sold to officers 
and men, except tobacco, as provided for in section one thousand one hundred and 
forty-nine of the Revised Statutes, ten per centum shall he added to cover wastage, 
transportation, and other incidental charges. I recommend that to the exception 
made (viz, tobacco “ provided in section one thousand one hundred and forty-nine ”) 
there be added sales made to company messes. Such stores are, as a rule, purchased 
from funds received by the companies from the sales of savings of the ration to the 
Subsistence Department, and as the department pays the companies only the cost o 
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the stores it purchases from them, it is thought that it is hardly just to them to charge 
for supplies sold to be used by the messes in lieu of the articles sold to the depart¬ 
ment ten per centum in addition to their cost. 

The exceptions should also include sales made to hospitals, and it is 
suggested that this communication be referred to the Secretary of War 
for transmittal to Congress, if he approve the recommendation. 

E. MACFEELY, 
Commissary-General Subsistence. 

[Sixth indorsement.] 

Surgeon-General’s Office, 
December 11, 1879. 

Respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War, agreeably 
to the suggestion of the Commissary-General of Subsistence, and with 
the recommendation that it may have the Secretary’s approval, and 
transmittal to Congress for favorable consideration there. 

J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon- General. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That subsistence supplies may 
be sold to companies, detachments, and hospitals, at cost prices, not in¬ 
cluding cost of transportation, upon the certificate of officers command¬ 
ing companies or detachments or in charge of hospitals, that the supplies 
are for the exclusive use of company, detachment, or hospital messes. 
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